ASPEN, Populus trcmula L.

230. Aspen, Populus trerrw/a L. (X i); an erect tree up to
80 ft. high, the leaves of which are rarely still, shaking or ".trem-
bling " in the slightest disturbance of air, due to the very slender
compressed leaf-stalks
and wide almost
orbicular blade; older
branchlets rough with
the >knobs of the old
leaf-scars, with shining
bark; leaves 2-3 in.
wide, prominently 3-
nerved from the base,
finely reticulate;
flowers unisexual, the
males and females on
separate trees (dioe-
cious); male catkins
(A, X i) enclosed in
bud by shining sticky
scales, about 3 in,
xlong; bracts (B,X 1|)
.deeply incised and
fringed with long hairs;
stamens about 8-JO, inserted on an obovate fiat scale; female
catkins and bracts (C, X H) very similar to the male; ovary
inserted on -a fleshy obovoid "disk"; style short, 2-lobed
(family ftalicaceat,*),

This fine tree is widely distributed through Europe, northern
Africa, Asia Minor, the Caucasus and into Siberia. It covers
extensive tracts in Scandinavia, Russia and Siberia. In Britain
it is most abundant in the Highlands of Scotland, where it
ascends to the limit of tree-growth. The tree is short-lived, how-
ever, and is one of the most beautiful in northern latitudes on
account of the splendid red and yellow tints assumed by the
leaves in the autumn, though such colours are rarely seen in this
country. The wood is soft, and is largely used in Sweden for
making matches and for wood-pulp in the manufacture of paper.
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